
THE STORY OF THE PILGRIM FATHERS This 

display tells their story from the period of 1586 until their journey to America and subsequent settlement 

there. The story is split into four defined areas. 1 – Early days of the Puritans in England, 2 – The 

move to Holland, 3 – Preparations to Emigrate, 4 – Crossing the Atlantic, 5 – Arrival in America, 

6 – First Landings, 7 – The Settlements Today and 8 – Remembrance. 

1 – Early Days of the 

Puritans in England 

One group later to be described 

as “The Pilgrim Fathers” came 

together between 1586 – 1605 by 

shared theologian beliefs as 

expressed by Richard Clyfton a 

Brownist parson at All Saints 

Parish Church in Babworth, near 

East Retord. The group held 

Puritan beliefs something illegal 

at the time. Under the Act of 

Uniformity 1559 it was illegal not to attend an official Church of England Service with people being 

fined the sum of One Shilling for each Sunday service missed. 

The group were helped to move to Holland by William Brewster a former Diplomatic assistant to the Netherlands and they moved to Leiden around 1607.  There is today a Memorial 

to the Pilgrim Fathers at Immingham the point of their departure. 

 

 

 

1.1 Rotherhithe in London was the base of another group 
There are a number of references to this group such as the plaque shown above left recording the sailing of the “Mayflower” commanded by its owner Captain Christopher Jones. 

Many of this group were imprisoned in The Clink (shown above right) for failing to comply with the Act of Uniformity and some were actually beheaded. There is a plaque in The John 

Harvard Chapel of Southwark Cathedral. Many of those imprisoned were released to emigrate on the “Mayflower”. 

Captain Christopher Jones brought the “Mayflower back to Rotherhithe where he died in 1622 aged 52 years and was buried in St Mary’s Church Rotherhithe. It is reputed the 

“Mayflower was left to rot on the Mud Flats, despite many efforts to have the ship saved for eternity. 

1.2 – There were other groups in Lincolnshire and South Yorkshire who in general moved to Holland prior to joining the emigrants to America. 

 



2 – The move to Holland 

Several groups are known to have 

moved to Holland. The cancels shown 

left record the move. 

The move was to Leiden a city of 

around 30,000 inhabitants. The 

success of the group was mixed with 

some of the group able to work in 

Leiden University and in the Textile, 

Printing and Brewing trades. Others 

were hampered by their Rural 

backgrounds and difficulties of 

language, this was overcome by the 

purchase of an Estate by John 

Robinson which then provided work. 

The courtyard shown below right was inhabited by John Robinson and 20 other 

pilgrims. William Brewster taught English at the University and John Robinson 

enrolled in 1615 to pursue a Doctorate. Brewster acquired typesetting equipment in 

1616 funded by Thomas Brewer and commenced publishing debates. 

The pictures left shows the corner of the Pilgrim Press and William Brewster Alley as 

it is today. 

The group were not happy as their Puritan outlook was not mirrored by the local 

inhabitants and they sought somewhere where they could start a new life in a place 

not previously inhabited.  

After much negotiation and political manoeuvre’s, they were able to join another 

group from England who had obtained a grant of land in America at a place that had 

to be called “New England”. Negotiated between King James of England and “The 

Virginia Company ”The Seal and Coat of Arms of the Company are shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Plaque shown left is in Leiden and is a Memorial to John Robinson who was 

a Pastor prior to his departure. 



3 – PREPARATION TO EMIGRATE 

The Dutch settlers left Holland on a ship called the Speedwell 

(Originally named Swiftsure) from Delfshaven on 22nd July 1620, they 

arrived in Southampton, Hampshire and met the other colonists in 

their ship the Mayflower which had sailed from London. 

At Southampton more Pilgrims joined the 

“Mayflower” including Stephen Hopkins who had 

previously visited Jamestown VA. 

Both ships sailed together on August 5th heading for 

Plymouth Devon, commemorated by the cover 

shown left. 

Shortly afterwards the crew of the Speedwell reported their 

ship was taking in water and both vessels put in at 

Dartmouth, Devon. The picture by Wilcox of the two ships 

at Dartmouth were reproduced by the Isle of Man in a Presentation Pack see far right. Both ships sailed together from 

Dartmouth on 2nd September 1620 commemorated by the cover above The initial routes of both ships are shown above. 



3.1 To Plymouth and a False Start – both ships sailed from Dartmouth to Plymouth, both 

ships started the Atlantic Crossing but having passed Lands End the “Speedwell” once again 

reported leaks and both ships once again returned to Plymouth. Of the combined group of 

passengers 102 were chosen to travel on the “Mayflower” supplies were also consolidated. 

“Mayflower” finally sailed on the 6th September 1620 as commemorated by the cover shown 

right, the loading is shown below. 

The 102 passengers were crammed into the middle deck along with 2 dogs and perhaps some 

Chickens and Goats. The crew about 30 stayed on the top decks. The ship was only about 100 

foot long and 25ft wide. See the diagram below. 

 

 

 

 

 

4 – The Atlantic Crossing 
Little was recorded about the rough crossing of the Atlantic. It was recorded that one of the crew was 

extremely rude to one of the passengers, threatening to throw them overboard. William Bradford 

recorded that “It pleased God to smite him with disease” and the un-named sailor died and was thrown overboard himself. One passenger John Howland, fell overboard, but grabbed 

a rope and was hauled back on board. He later fathered 4 children, nowadays 2 million Americans claim to be descended from him. Three days before land was sighted William Button 

died. While at anchor a Boy 

Peregrine White was born and 4 

passengers died including Dorothy 

wife of William Bradford. 



5 – Arrival in America 

after enduring 66 days at 

sea, land was eventually 

sighted but they were about 500 miles north east of 

Virginia there intended destination shown left. They 

dropped anchor near todays Provincetown in Cape Cod 

(shown above) on 11th November 1620. 

The Charter was incomplete for the Plymouth Council for 

New England when they departed England. The older 

Wincom patent was from their earlier abandoned dealings 

with the London Company. 

They decided that they could 

do what they liked and a brief 

contract was drafted to address 

the situation, it became known 

as the “Mayflower Compact” 

shown right. 

A painting by Jean L, Gerome 

features the signing of the 

Compact and it is also featured 

on stamps. 

John Carver was chosen as the 

colony’s first Governor he had 

chartered the Mayflower and 

his signature is first on the 

Compact. 

 

 



6 – First Landings exploration was delayed for 

around two weeks because the “pinnace” had to be 

assembled to fit aboard the “Mayflower”. In addition to 

the philatelic references to this event a painting was 

created by Michele Felice Come around 1805 that now 

hangs in the White House. 

The area explored is featured below, the approximate 

location of the Plymouth Colony is shown as a Blue 

Star. 

One of the places they looked at was an island which was named Clark’s 

Island after the Mate of the “Mayflower”. The party returned to the 

“Mayflower” anchored 25 miles away, the ship was moved closer to the 

settlement between December 16-26th and is shown anchored in 

Plymouth Harbour, 

Disease ravaged the group and 

between landing and March only 

47 colonists that they had 

contracted on the ship. During this 

time half the “Mayflower” crew also 

died. 

The “Mayflower” stayed until 5th 

April 1621 arriving back in England 

on 6th May 

William Bradford became 

Governor in 1621 upon the death 

of John Carver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 – THE SETTLEMENTS TODAY – The colony contains many counties and settlement names that would be familiar to English people e.g. Counties such as Bristol, Plymouth and Barnstable (note 

the slightly different spelling from Barnstaple Devon). A look at some of the modern postal markings shows a vast number of typical English names. 

 

Cape Cod was the original arrival point of the Settlers. 



8 – REMEMBRANCE in 1957 a replica sailing ship was built in Brixham Devon based upon known 

designs of the 17th Century. The voyage of the “Mayflower” was re-enacted sailing from Plymouth 

Devon to Plymouth Massachusetts where the vessel remains in the 

Harbour. 

The journey was Philatelically recorded as can be seen right from 

covers that were sent in either direction. 

 

The item left is a record of the 

New England settlers, another 

record of Remembrance. 

 

Note the items being carried by the Settler images including a map of the settlement. 

 

 

 


